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Answers Extend your knowledge 8.1 


1 Niche: a niche market is a smaller portion of a larger market. It generally refers to a special or narrowly 
defined group whose needs are not being addressed by conventional mass-produced goods. 


Deconstruction: breaking down knitting stitches 
Conventional: traditional, expected standards 
Tactility: feel and touch 


Bespoke: custom made, unique 


Sustainable: products designed to have the least negative impact on the environment 


Fusion: mix 
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Plastic bottles 

Circular knitting machine 

One side, smooth knit. Other side is rougher with thousands of tiny loops 

The fabric passes over cylindrical wire brushes; each brush spins at a different speed. This breaks the 
knitted loops without tearing the fabric. The smooth side of the fabric is then wound around a second set 


of spinning brushes that pull fibres through from the fleece side to evenly distribute them on both sides. 


The fabric is passed over a spiralling blade, which shears the fibres to create a uniform length to prevent 
pilling. 


Water repellency — fabric is placed in a hoop and water is poured over the fleece. The fleece is passed if 
the water does not soak through 


Fire retardant — the tester tries to light the fabric. To pass the test, the fabric will smoulder then 
extinguish. 
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8 Knitted fabric types and classification -— review 
questions 


Answers 


1 Acourse is a horizontal row of loops. A wale is a vertical row of loops 
2 All knit fabrics stretch due to their loop formation 


3 Weft knitting uses one length of yarn, and the loops are formed along the width of the fabric. Each row 
of loops interlocks with the row above and below, holding the fabric together. This type of knitting is 
called weft knitting because the yarn goes across the width of the fabric; the same as weft yarns in 
woven fabric. Weft knitting can be done in the home or commercially. This type of knitting produces 
either a flat or circular fabric or a fully fashioned garment. Weft knit fabrics have a right and wrong side. 
When cut, weft knit fabrics will unravel and curl at the edges. They also ladder. Weft knit fabrics are very 
stretchy and have less dimensional stability than warp knits. 


Warp knitting uses one yarn per needle or wale, and the loops run the length of the fabric. Each row of 
loops interlocks with the adjacent row or wale. This type of knitting is called warp knitting because the 
yarns run the length of the fabric; the same as warp yarns in woven fabric. Warp knitting is done 
commercially and produces flat fabric the same as woven fabric or circular and fully fashioned garments, 
for example hosiery. Warp knit fabrics can be reversible, as they are often the same on both sides. 
Although warp knit fabrics stretch, they are more stable than weft knits. 


Single knit 
Double knit 


Pile knit fabrics are constructed by weft knitting. To create a terry knit fabric, two yarns are fed into the 
knitting machine. One yarn forms the base fabric and the other forms the pile. 


Warp knitting: lace and net; Weft knitting: interlock, jersey 
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